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CHICOPEE FALLS DAM

IDENTIFICATION NO: MA 00719 CITY: Chicopee

STREAM: Chicopee River ) COUNTY & STATE: Hampden County, MA

Chicopee Falls Dam is a 290+ foot long stone masonry run-of-the-river
spillway founded on rock outcrop. The left abutment area contains an
additional 60+ foot 1ong~concrete spillway and a 30+ foot long éluice
gate structﬁre. A gaging station is located on the stone masonry abut-
ment of the right side. The maximum height of the main spillway is
approximately 9+ feet.

Dam failure analysis ﬁas made with water assumed to the crest of
the right abutment. Using Corps guidelines an outflow of 5100 cfs
was determined. Just prior to failure, the outflow over the spillway would
- be 7700 cfs for a total of 12,800 cfs. This flow is significantly less
than the 100 year storm and wouid be contained within the river improve-
ments and flood control structures downstream. These floed control

structures were installed by the Corps in 1963-1965.



CHICOPEE FALLS DAM MA 00719
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Downstream channel and channel improvements.

.

Downstream spillway face and upstream reservoir
viewed from downstream bridge.




Sluice gates and o0ld gatehouse
located on left side of dam.
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